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HEN 1 addreſs you at theſe times, T1 am not TY 


- Haſte & mindful that my pretenſions for directing your 
regard to any ſubject of our joint concern, can only be 
ſupported on the ground of that ſolicitude which attaches | 
+ to the duties of my ſtation. The cogency of that motive 
I collect from the relation in which I ſtand to thoſe who 


are the diſpenſers of reli gious truth, and the. conſtituted ; 


| guides of others. I ſhall frame the 680 reflections which 
I have to offer at the preſent moment, with the ſame 
deſire by which my endeavours have been ſimulated upon 


ſimilar occaſions, and by which I have been enabled to 


ſurmount the impreſſions of well founded diffidence. 
It has ever been my wiſh, that we may come together | 


for the better. The happieſt opportunities for improve- | 


ment which this life can furniſh, are. thoſe: which permit : 
us to en "joy the conference. of confulerate Perſons, Who 


8 p V | are 


Tel. 


are intereſted i in one us and 4 governed x with the 8 | 
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. intentions. 


In that Spind law: which Chriſt « came to eſtabliſh 


with perpetual ſanctiops, you muſt, without doubt, have 


obſerved that many tenders of reli gious ſervice, many 


modes of life, and numberleſs particulars of conduct, are 
leſt ſubject to the rules of prudence, and are truſted to 
che guidance of ': a fober and enlightened judgment. I ſhall | 


invite vou to regard ſome points of our common . 


| which are to e by that free diſcretion. ©. 


It made part of ihe deſig of his new covenant on its 
publication, to releaſe men from the meaner elements and 
trammels of preliminary diſpenſations. Many narrow and 


preciſe particulars of duty, which were not neceſſary of 


themſelves to the great end of ſpiritual profit, were thus 


to be withdrawn. It became the glory of the Goſpel 
ſcheme, to reſtore to man ſo much of the integrity of his 


nature, that his ſteps might be able to purſue the ways of 


truth, with readineſs; unfettered by reſtrainte and not 
driven by compulſive inſtigations. This is the bn 


which: the ”—_ Delivercr of mankind has furuiſhed za 
„„ 33 e 1 


» 


— 


T31 


Ae moſt worthy. of the reaſonable ſoul ; a freedom 
from the impediments and incapacities of a fallen ſtate, 
and from the bondage of minute and ſervile forms of duty ; 
a freedom from the manifold obſervances impoſed during 

che nonage of the world for temporary ends, but which 


once aboliſhed, can never be revived by any leſs authority. 


Thus all regulations made for fal utary purpoſes in the 


Chriſtian houſchold, muſt be framed with a due regard 
both to the laws of Chrift, and to thoſe general but ſolid 


round of prudence and diſcretion which are founded in 
the goſpel charter. In conformity to theſe perpetual laws 


and privileges, delivered in our Saviour's ſacred word, 


| taught by his precepts, and' ſet forth in the main tenor of 
his Goſpel, the liberal ſcheme of government which pre- 
le in this land in things OW to . has . Tn 


Lee _ cſtabliſhed. - 


It is true Might ſack rules, Re in Sateen: wick 


— principles, and fitted to the chief deſign of 


rational improvement, require a tenfold vigilance, in pro- 
portion to the generous ſpirit which they breathe, This 
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LET 


When I ſpeak of prudence and diſcretion in matters re- 
bes religion, I confine my ſubject to thoſe things which 
are left free by the laws of Chriſt, or which reſt upon ge- 
neral principles. am well aware that the whole form of 
government in the Chriſtian Church, has been referred to 
ſuch grounds of diſcretion. - Even among thoſe who adhere 
to the pattern which. was ſet: by the Apoſtles, ſome. have 
been inclined to favour this opinion. They have intimated, 
that the model which was laid down by our Lord' s 
Apoſtles, might be choſen by them as beſt ſuited to their 
own times. They obſerve, that the Apoſtles, in regulating 
the Churches which they planted, did not make any 


3 - formal declaration: that the Chriſtian houſehold ſhould be 


ordered in like manner "through. ſucceeding generations; 

From this: ſilence they imagine, that room may be left for 
the exerciſe of diſcretion, whether in changing or retainin g : 
the frame of Apoſtolical appointments. But when folemn/ 
5 and repeated actions ſerve at any time to indicate the pur- 

poſe of ſuperiors, ſurely it is moſt natural, without doubt 
it is moſt reſpectful, to frame our judgment, concerning 
their intentions, from their conduct. It is ſafer eee 
that if they do not lay down more. explicit and preciſe in- 
5 juntions, it is becauſe their own appointments furniſh 


K 41 


. a ſufficient 


BE 
$+ 

8 
YA 


; ax. 


2 ſufficient onal, of theis deſign, and bind with an 1 
ee In this inference there is no danger at all; but 
in the other, men may be miſtaken as to the mind of the 


Apoſtles, and nothing will be certain but the deviation from 
their practice *. No or are lug conjectures neceſſary to the 


ends 
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- The diſtinRtion made y Grotius Is rn. more nice, for he aki the- 


Avis the- ppb of: Chriſt thereupon, as a apc in the apoca- 
lypſe. But he remarks that there is a great difference between both 


| theſe ſanctions, and a divine command. e Chriſtus ergo ſcribens illis : 


« © epiſcopis, ut eminentibus in Clero, haud dubiè eminentiam hanc 


«© epiſcopalem probavit. But he goes on to obſerve, epiſco em 


d eminentiam non eſſe divini præcepti. Probatur hoe” ſatis, quia Von 
I probatur contrarium Nuſquam enim Chriſtus hoc præcipiſſe legitur. 


Probavit ſanè in apocalypſi, ſed non ſtatim hoc præcipitur, quod proba- 


« tur. Apoſtolicæ inſtitutionis eſt epi ſeopatus, quia: apparet in nonnullis 
c eceleſiis ab: apoſtolis ordinatos epiſcopos aut approbatos. Sed ut in 
« quàque eccleſid eſſent tales epiſeopi; nuſquam apoſtoli· præceperunt.“ 
Again, „ ſed ut alibi diximus non utique præcepti eſt divini quicquid ab 
Auapoſtolis inſtitutum eſt. Multa enim inſtituuntur ſal va mutandi liber- 
tate. But obſerve well the inſtanees he brings of this; they appear to 
me to fall ſhort entirely of the' importance of the point in queſtion, and 


if ſo, they leave all his poſitions concerning the apoſtolic inſtitution: of 
| epiſcopac cy, and its approbation by the Redeemer, ſound and entire, with- 


out a fair preſumption for mere liberty of change, which cannot be de- 
isles i N duced 
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ends for which N are n Steed, They ars 
adopted either as tending” to conciliate and unite die 


Ie, or as a liberal | apology for * en of thoſo 
9 Who 
| duced from Garintions in 12 1 matters. His examples are- 

« Ut populus clara voce amen reſponderet ; ; ut qui docet adaperto capite 
« eſſet, iti apoſtolica eccleſia conſtitutum videmus hodie multis in locis 
4 non obſervatur. 5 He then turns to the remark of Epiphanius, that ſome _ 
_ churches were left for « a while without a biſhop when fit perſons were 


not found: H. Grotii —B (c 
P 3459 ana p. 35S: ra 048. i eee | 


The learned FOR agrees in ABR FI 0 n os 5 
further in maintaining the epiſcopal cauſe; for when he, ſpeaks: of 4 


ö _ certain period during the lives of the apoſtles, when the names of biſhops | 


and preſbyters were common, and when © the church was governed by 
. © the common advice of preſbyters, the apoſtles reſerving epiſcopal au- 
L thority to themſelves ;” he explains his meaning to be no more than 

this, chat for ſuch interval, the apoſtles governed the church not placing 


biſhops over any. churches, * ſo, long as they were preſeut or near | 


c them oY and for this reaſon, *« that firſt of all companies muſt 3 
ce be gathered together, before we can define any thing concerning their g 
< perpetual government. | Now: certainly it cannot be denied that many 
converts might be drawn together, beſore they had the epiſcopal govern- 
ment aſſigned to them as ſeveral Churches. But it is quite enough for us, 


if, when a form of * came to be eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles 
” | 1 55 | . IO 


4 


5 7 4 
who vary n us in Ah matters. With 3 to the 


firſt deſign, let us not be forward to detract from any 
candid or conciliating mode of ſpeaking ; and- although 


_the zeal of many. would not, perhaps, be much abated if 
all men were contented} to maintain their differences as the 


fruits only of their own choice, yet, without doubt, the 
"reaſonable would be more inclined. to forego that which 
claims a preference in their own opinion, than to give up 
what they take to be determined by divine authority. But 
as long as rules and precedents exiſt in Seripture on ſuch 
ſubjects, we cannot find ourſelves at liberty to diſregard 
0 them, on the bare preſumption that they might not be 


intended for our times. Rar will Auch conjectures | ſerve 


” Fx purpoſe of apology for exiſting differences; becauſe, 
were the form left foo: the: Gp: of 8 in the choice, 


themſelves, their Lord's approduicn following 1 (both which . 

points Scultetus lays down as ſtrongly as Grotius,). the Epiſcopal form was 
eſtabliſned; nor does it ſignify much whether that form was appointed for 
the reaſon given by St. Jerome, in whoſe ſingular. opinion Scultetus ſeems | 
0 agree. See the Determination of the Queſtion, &c. by Scultetus, as 


quoted by Bp. Hall, vol. iii. p. 252, of his works I regard theſe teſti- 
monies of foreigners, both of them, members of ende en Roa : 
gere government, as very remarkable. 
for 


— —— ——— —— — — 7%”! 


DOE 1 58 _ as. 3 
Kur che great ends of harmony and n would ſtill bind | 
on every ſide. But conciliating views, and charitable ſen- 


timents may be preſerved, without ſuch departures from 
the page of Scripture. With regard to foreign Churches, 
tit is enough to acknowledge and lament the neceſſities, 
under which chey laboured, as to theſe particulars. Ne- 
N was their plea. They judged that the moſt eſſential 
purpoſes of Chriſtianity might be ſatisfied, although ſome. 
os relating to the mitliſtry were varied, and although 
the diſtributions of the ſpiritual rule were not kept exactly 
to the antient ſtandard. This was their. defence; and it was . 
admitted by the beſt Lights of our on Church. In a 
. memorable inſtance, where the matter of en, was 
5 .urged, they who were called upon to reſtore that form of 
government, were contented to return this ſhort but mw . 
. ” Non ſumus aded e . 5 
Py (92 „ From 


” * 7 1 
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351.300 The anfiver ina by the Preſident of the Spade of Dort to , Bp Hal. | 

De. Ae feb; it is one thing to füppofe hat he Apoſtles refrained: froin 

5. 5 | "adding precept to their practice i in theſe matters, in order that ſucceeding 

| 8 generations might Were a free diſctetion on ſuch points; "againſt which 

1 _ - © motion, as too eaſy, light; and conjectural, 1 have ventured to ſuggeſt 5 
auaulion; and it is another thing to admit with. many divines of the firſt 
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| F rom this inſtance, \ where diſcretionary freedom cannot, 
1 think, be. challenged with propriety, we may now turn 


our thoughts to ſome particulars where that free diſcretion, 
which is conducive to the main ends of perſonal i improve- 

ment, and which may juſtly elaim its privilege, has been. 
unwarrantably limited; where, reſtraints have been im- 


poſed upon the conſciences of men, in a manner incon- 


: ſiſtent with the general tenor of the Goſpel rules and liber- 
ties, and deſtructive of man bs: reaſonable. ſervice, For ſuch 
| examples. we have but to turn back our view to thoſe times, 
| when the fame power to bind the conſcience. which Deen 


note in our + Church ever r ſince the Reformation, that Pu, may [75 a I 
ference between an Apoſtolleal inſtitution, and a Divine precept of perpe- 
tual obligation; or between things eſſentially and iramutably neceſſary tu 
the being of a Church, and things without which a Church may ſubſiſt 
ſafely, though defeRively z and again, between that which-is beſt, and moſt 
ee to W and chat which Ber th be taken up £ out t of  neceſ ty, 
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the aithority ur the beſt Wh among our divines. ie abſerice VE 4 


_- poſitive precept may allow men to give way to neceflity, but it will not 


inveſt them with a free diſcretion, to go counter. to the higheſt authoritj 
in point of fact. If precedent and faQ do not eſtabliſn right, yet they have 


ſome weight " and whatever that is, it myſt refrain 1 2 liberty of 
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oh to the Me of G0 0 aſetibed to'laws ke onthe. | 
__ which were multiplied at willz an and when the ſalutary power BR 
OT whichi is veſted inthe Church, for wiſe and profitable purpoſes, TOE 
Was extended i in an arbitrary 1 manner to very hurtful and | 
: extravagant decrees, or to things extremely" trivial in their | 
nature. Of the former Kind, was that ſtupendous exereiſe | 


of power Which took from e lips of thouſands, the cup 


which Chrift ſanctified for all. This was not indeed a 
_ _ - Imitation of diſcretionary Privilege, but a dire@enfringe- * 
ment of the word and ordinatice: of the Redeemer: 2 1 
ſtraint for Which nothing hab ever bec 
eccleſiaſtical authority. By the ſame warrant ol authority, 
extended far. beyond its righeful limits, the arbitrary impo- 5 
fttion of celibacy was Uni 5 ee ang Ehre June oy if 
| Clergy in the weſterm 


1 Bir bare 


2 Prete e 


ft age a of Chritti bay eee ae Fife: and _ 1 
} At 2d Wini ADEN 38111 bats 5 tf 8 


7 chievous .reſtraint ;, nor could th e. filence of. our Lor d's 


in M30 8.1 


Apoſtles be pleaded in this, tale. St. Payl nn in the 
moſt expreſs terms; that he would not lay that yoke upon 

5 any. K ce were caleulated, if not to times of per- 
b fecution 50 and Temoval, Which ſeems probable, yet to that 


11111 


Es free diſcretion 1 vo 2 fo diſtindtly on wy this : =: 
5 point.” From the fame ages of e authority, were 
if | derived ; 
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che methods of religious. abſtinence. at fixed times and ſea-: 
nd upon the, conſcience, chat no place re, 


dee ſo bour 
mained for the meaſures of diſcretion; except. men, would 


Abet to ſeek that diſcretion i in the breaſts of others, which 5 
Chriſt hath left to be collected from the general leffons 4 
rom the: ſtate anti circumſtances; the needs, or 
the; proficiency: of different perſons : and, according to theſe 
rules, from the dictates of the mind. and the juſt-preſcrip» 
tions of a duly exerciſed authority. I zemark with pleaſure, 85 


bis wor & : 


that the methods Wich were taken in our, Church for . 


retaining what was good and helpful. and fit to be pre. 


ſerihed in theſe reſpedts,- were ſuch as have plainly indi- | 


_ cated, that the privilege, of conſcience Was reſtared, whilſt | 


the falutary ends of public order Hand ſpiritual profit, were i 5 
ſecured Thus; wnen the former bonds were broken, the 


true, image of religious harmony returned The light f 


ed choſe endleſs niceties, and [baniſhed thoſe 


we 5 


Page differences, * dhe uſe of things, t thoſe, highly, 
| ſuperſtitious, ſoruples, and inſignificant diſtinctions, by ; 
which the minds pf men had been enſſaved. A bondage, 
which ir in vene not preciſely. Jewiſh, Was jat leaſt 28; mar- 1 8 
me. 1 wa not, I hope. el longer, ah 


[ 1 * 1 


on this point; in beder to thew that pruc ence and diſcretion, 
5 rightly exerciſed in ſuch matters, are things extremely 1 
Allifferent from diſuſe and neglect. I ſhall haſten, there. 
y fore," to a 0 f e mh Which wie now ber con- . . 
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With exit than): to PT habits of domeſtic life, ao = 
dhe modes of focial intercourſe 3" with reſpect to civil 
matters, where ſome obncern about ſuch thitigs is found 
5 to be compatible with dur profeſſion; with repard alſo to 
de purſuſts of ſcience, and the various ſcope of literary 
ſctſwudlies, ſuch of them I mean as are not needful to the 
miniſterlal character or not connected with the main 
| branch of ſacred learning, wirh relation to all theſe. par- 
© tieulars} much is left free; not that the character ung | 
belongs to us, may be permitted to ft Joſe upon ub; not 
dat it may be ſhifted/or aſſumed! by turns, merely to 1 
. tify a wayward will, er te give rom for interfering ir 
things which belong mere properly to others; much Teſs 
dare theſe "things left free” in ofder that we may be per- 
3 mitted to follow a vacant und uiitieating” mode of life, 


©, 


ming our time in occupations which take their origin, 
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3 | and find their Xerthimnation in this world: If much ſeope ; 
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be allowed: tö us, i is in order that the a we 
have to ſet, may be extended to all things which are rea-. 5 
ſonable and becoming ; it is in ordet that the ſphere 8 
i 1 human knowledge and experience may be ſuitably, enlarged, - | 
I, and that the means and ability for forming right Judge: 
ments concerning the ſentiments, the needs, and the inte- 
reſts of others, may be more effectually cultivated.) ;ln 
bY. * framing theſe conſiderations we dunnmot ſurely loſe ſight of 
- what the Apoſtle has ſuggeſted; that where there is liberty 
and freedom for: good purpoſes, there it is of all chings the 
moſt ungenerous and diſgraceful. to render ſucli advan- 1 
tages the cover for abuſes ; until it ſhall ſeem to be expedient 
to replace a mean and narrow diſcipline, ſit only for the . a . 
tudeſt minds. It Was a donvincing demonſtration that . 
the minds of men were barbarous and ride; when many 1 
gannons were cnacted concerning Which we read. ; 
„ theſe decrees, m many things were preſeribed in „ 
wmxidus parts of echriſtetdom, about, which men of, ſenſe 
and judgement could not require iiiſtruction, and in which 
they might exen bluſhi ſto be directed. Nor: does it ap- 
Pi pear that ſuch: rules ever wrought the deſired effect. A 
| better ſpirit Was to be encauraged: but . better ſpirit | 
could not t be excited ft rules which e e 
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ſpiritual houſehold! 
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wers th be Gtottdtedylbefore ſuch irrggulacities, the fruits 


. . „eas cher god 


ſpitie and truly Chriſtian temper, which cbaniſhed! from ous, 


|  churchlininy of>thoſe Khildifoforrs>6f diſcipline} who. 


vere badapte otlly to/fuchoas required to be Hirodted | 


| wiſhes rmeane(t proficient in the ways of {pigyicand . 


truth: might know mack! better how to bear his character; 


5 „ 
the world. 1b 1 07 uon gli bas euern Rom 


aeibog 50 93 rob lac 71 Tay 2 Studs 200 1 2s e958. 


_ »:\Irnomaſtys however, de acknowledigedr:that we eff: ſtill 
- ſhort of that.odiſtipline>owhich hound reſult from] quſt 
norions of church unityeand order πτDHich ſhould; ifollods. 


from areal ſenſebf: "the value of the Chidiſtiawfacraments) | 


and of the righiful miniſtration: of things ſactedꝰ We 
teeſtoſtilſ ſhortiof thut Hos tic bil rngrm 
2 ah ackmwledgemene: of cemmon ties and commobs ſabes 
7 tions from Joint intereſts ſubſiſting in ode body, wah; Gt 
| fom-*thoſe participations [which form-the:piivilege of one . 
need not remind you; ny: geverend 5 -: 


brethren, thatviF-che een u. be 
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5 e The ade 1 
bund letting, and the grdwuich of ſpiritual koowledge 


ö 


. and! — by its laws, be c to its undeni- : 
8 9 able pretenſion, an cccleſiaſtical body, united in a ſound 
faith, and communicating rightly in the Chriſtian ſacra- 
fg ments; the ſtricteſt bond -of - mutual obligation» ariſes bes · 
1 : tween its midiſters;? and thoſe: Wh may profit by their 
ſpiritual Pains. But alas H thib bond of fellowſhip does 
not ſubſiſt unbroken and entire: and many there are bo 


0 aſſume to themſelves! a! diſcretionary! freedom, andrevenzan 


_ indifference in-othis>1points: which; as rather: calculated. to | 


| perpetuate and: increaſe diniſions, than to heal them. 


5 Eight and careleſd preferences: ſerve only to betray. a mani- 
feſt contempt fon unity and order. Let the caliſc then be 

tried by its om merits 3 yet with»ay true deſſre to dra 

nearer to a juſt accord. and not ton ehoourage diſtance, and 
1 diviſion, even ſon conſiſtent grounds. It 18 hard to ſay 
wWruuhich is moſt. in juridust to che: iitereſts of truth-and; han- 
7555 | mony, to maintain n all athingsitvith; an- unrelenting parti- 

7 ality, or to, render every thing: uncertaini and even diſtaſte- 
ful to the ſober and conſiderate; by perpetual icavils,. by un- 


; 1 authorized cant}: fanciful eonjectures, or by wild and wan 
79 dering irregularities. The true way to peace muſt be by 
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not hy 1 the common aim of ae; 5 

the ſanction of well-founded principles. Let us be ready | 

then, t to ſupport that equal ſcheme of toleration which is 

the glory of the Britiſh laws, and the genuine reſult of 

Chꝛriſtian charity, and Chriſtian prudence. Let us be for- 

waid to renounce all forced attachments Let us lend our 

voice on all occaſions to caſt out from the Chriſtia world 
_ the: groſs and horrible impiety of binding men againſt 
weir conſciences to any method of religion. Let us be | 
| ready alſo to give ctedis to thoſe who- vary from. us, for FO 
the ſincerity of their perſuaſion. Let us encourage every | 
kind and (charitable hope concerning! them. Let us pay 

tothe wiſe, the learned, and the: pious, who may differ 

from us, the juſt tribute of 'cſteem. Let us bleſs G 
when they keep che ſame foundations which we hold. 

| ; Ter us Pratt 16 we are able, with their labours, and live 
3 wich them in perfect amity. Ele muſt have a hardy 
wind, who can ſuppoſe that ſuch perſons have no „ 
O urge an thei behalf; and he muſt have an uncharitable 
bent, he dees not confider with joy by whom thoſe pleas 
1 Vin be weighed; and te whoſe bands the ſeales of ud 
5 ment eee Let u rise meme, N 
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and uſe all ſeaſonable efforts to remove 1mpediments to. 
that end: but let us not neglect the care and vindication 
of well- formed principles, built upon ſeriptural founda- 
tions : let us not relinquiſh the tried defences of our own 
judgment, by inconſideration, by gratuitous conjectures, or 
by dubious and equivocal deſertions. It is hard to be re- 
peating arguments which are often anſwered only by ne- 
85 glect, and counteracted even by thoſe who ſeparate upon 
no acknowledged principles. But it is a falſe meaſure of 
diſcretion to encourage ſuch deviationsy, by neglecting to 
p 1 he's means * none: | + 


oj "OW 8 noticed that eure is left free to us 
in points which relate to ſocial intercourſe; in matters 
where the civil welfare of. our country. is concerned; and 
in the varieties of literary purſuits, Such. a freedom I 

contend. for, as ſhall not hinder the- regular and conſtant 
| i of eſſential duties : : ſuch a freedom as ſhall be 
conſiſtent with the. beſt aims, and compatible entirely with 
that decided preference to ſpiritual objects and attainments 
which ſhould always mark the paſtoral character, and 
| diſtinguiſh it from common occupations. I will here add, 
* contend alſo for a n from capricious Judg- | 


1 
ments, exerciſed by voluntary Cenſors. Open this head 1 
ſhall now Propoſe a few remarks.” A e ee ee, 356) 


2 2 


The e dictating to others in religious matters, ac- 
cording to a man's peculiar humour, is incident to well 
meaning perſons. Let us then be ſure to take ſuch ad- 
monitions in good part, even when the Monitors may 
chuſe to ſet up their own habits as the "ſtandard of reli- 
gion, and perhaps as the teſts of piety and grace. Con- 
cerning real blemiſhes, let no reproof be ſpared, and let 
ſuch cenſures and advices never be regarded with reſent- 
ment. Let all deviations from character and duty, be ex- 
poſed to view, and condemned in any ſober way. Again, 
if admonitions be propoſed to us with regard to things 
which are of little moment, nay, if they ſhould chance 1 
be nice or narrow, ſcrupulous, or harſh, provided they be 
well intended, let us take them in good part. Let us be 
ready always to prove ourſelves; to examine whether that 
which we allow in our deportment, be entitled to the de- 
liberate approbation of the conſcience. Let us never ſhun 
that teſt, or retain one habit which ſhall not be able to 


abide that ſcrutiny. But let us remember that we have 
the laws and leſſons of our Lord, the 3 of his co- 


5 


T a9 } 

venant, and hit ſober rules of our ſpiritual houſehold for 
_ our guidance and direction. There are no perſons i in all ſo- 
ciety more obnoxious to voluntary cenſures, than we are; 
none upon whom they are beſtowed more freely. I am far 
from wiſhing that any limits ſhould be put to this freedom, 
except the limits of. ſound reaſon, and of chriſtian charity. 
I will explain a little further, why. I think theſe limits 
ſhould be put, Where a great deal of zeal is laid out in 
reproofs, with very little reaſon, many inconveniences will 
follow. Indifferent things Will be magnified into crimes. 
But he who i 1s told that. a thing is ſinful, which he knows 

to be indifferent, will deſpiſe the monitor. He will never 

benefit at all by ſueh miſtaken cenſures. He, on the other 
hand, who is told to ſtudy his own. caſe, arid to conſider 
the effects of things upon his o.] n mind, may find, 
perhaps, that he has. ſomething to correct, ſomething 
which requires to be reſcinded. Thus the firſt Cenſor 
will overſhoot his mark, but the other, who i is more ra- 
tional and candid,; i is more ſearching and effectual in his 
applications. He will point out many a remedy which 
fierce and violent opinions will not furniſh. He will put 
many a limit which poſitive and injudicious zeal will not 
ien one reaſonable perſon to WY Among the va- 
„ 1949 bur ito Ae eee n 
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; rious Fee eee which may dender ſor things more more 
vk leſs fit to diverſe" perſons, many there are, no doubt, 
| which are peculiar to our order. We ſhall do well to con- 
ider them with caution and exactneſs; but let us con- 5 

ider them by the rules of God's holy word, and by the 
4A diCtates of reaſon and propriety. To us it belongs to weigh 

deeply and ſeriouſly, the great duty which binds us to 

conſult at all times the ſure or even the probable effects of 

what we do, whether upon our own minds, or upon the 

minds of others. Jo us it belongs, to keep in view the 
| Perpetual obligation of avoiding even the appearances " 

evil. To us it belongs, to be ready always to yield ſome- 

what of our own freedom to the feebleneſs of others, chat 

the weak and prejudiced may not take offence. To us it 

belongs, more eſpecially to regard thoſe precepts, addreſſed 

indeed to all, which encourage us to ſtrive always to excel, 

and to covet earneſtly the beſt gifts. Having remarked 

why voluntary cenſures;} which I do: not deprecate; ſhould 
be limited to the bounds of reaſon; few words will be ne- 1 
cCeeeſſary to ſhew how fit it is that they ſhould be reſtrained: : 
within the Limits of charity. Were that is neglected, the „ 
voice of cenſure will be accompat mied avith- injurious! and 
perverted ſtatements, with dnfinuations' and refteions, cal- 
mdauitd to provoke hard thoughts, and even to eneourage 
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a will and contempt. Before L quit this topic of diſcourſe; 
which relates to voluntary cenſors, I cannot but advert to 
one ſpecies of cenſure which is ſometimes unreaſonable, and 
if it: be not uncharitable, yet it may have the ſame effects 
which would follow from uncharitable cenſures. What 
peremptory judgments do we ſometimes hear concerning 
the fitteſt modes of teaching; concerning compoſitions and: | 
diſcourſes for the pulpit, and even about the method of de- 
livering them. How many do not heſitate to dictate as the 
only profitable method of diſcourſe, that which affects them- 
 felves, or ſuits beſt with their tempers. Such models muſt 
paſs excluſively for the preacher's rule. It would be eaſy 
to ſhew that ſuch directions are frequently drawn ſo as to 
| be incompatible with the beſt model of inſfruction, and 
with general utility. Thus in ordinary congregations there 
will be ſome, it may be hoped, who have trod the ways of 
carly faith ; ſome too, who may have paſſed the firſt ſtraits. 
of repentance, when it takes place at later periods; there: 
will be ſome to whom the free ſpaces and the chearful 
chemes of good hope and mature proficiency may be opened. 
Win you caft off all diſcourſes which are calculated for 
5 fuch perſons ? It is true likewiſe, that in ordinary congre- 

|  gations, there are alſo ſome with whom ſober diſquiſitions 
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on the moſt important ſubjects, with ** ſolid and exact 


diſcourſes, perſuaſive demonſtrations of divine truth, proofs 
and explanations, counſels and advices may be expended to 


no purpoſe ; with whom the words of wiſdom and of 


knowledge may prove flat, and ineffectual ; men who can 


only be ſhaken from their ſleep by cries and terrors. Of 


all this I am duly ſenſible, and it well deſerves the preacher's 


notice, But my meaning is, that the Great Guide and In- 


ſtructor is wiſer than the wiſeſt cenſors: much wiſer than 


they who would dictate one kind of ſpeech for all times 
and purpoſes, and one method of diſcourſe to be employed 
on all occaſions: God faſhions various means and inftru- 


ments for various ends: nor does he deny that free diſcre- 


tion. to his meſſengers. When they ſpeak to all, as they 
muſt do from the pulpit, they have the Goſpel for their 


rule. The Goſpel ſpeaks to all. It ſpeaks, therefore, with 


a various tone. It opens to the mind a thouſand needful 


and inſtructive topics. It omits no point of faith. It 
paſſes no particular of duty. It addreſſes men in every 


ſtage of their converſion, and in all periods of their pro- 


greſs. That teacher muſt be miſerably fettered, who, in 


order to retain the ; favour of his auditors, is condemned to 
traverſe a few favourite topics. 1 congratulate you, my 
| Reverend . 


1 8 1 


Reverend Brethren, that you are not expoſed to this temp- 
tation, which might operate, imperceptibly perhaps, to the 
diſadvantage of the main intereſts of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. With regard to this whole branch of the paſtora! 
duty, ſure J am that no conſcientious preacher will ever 
feel himſelf entirely ſatisfied with his moſt aſſiduous la- 
bours. He will fear perpetually, leſt one topie or another 
may have paſſed unnoticed, or may not have been ſuffici- 
ently enforced. He will be full of apprehenſion, leſt what 
he ſays may be unſeaſonable, ill- adapted to his hearers, or 
ill. calculated to the needs of ſome among them. He will 
be jealous even of his own improvements. He will forego 
the reſults of many ſtudious hours, and check the ſcope of 
his own genius and reflections, in order, where occaſion 
| ſhall require, to frame” ſuitable addreſſes to the leaſt in- 
formed, and to convey inſtruction to the dulleſt of his 
hearers. Enough of this anxiety will be felt by thoſe who 
are truly mindful of their charge : + but it is hard, when 
f uch pains and fblicitude ſhall be exerted, to be cenſured, 
often at one hearing, upon ſome fanciful account, Many 
| who are ready to diſpenſe ſuch cenſures, would do well to 
conſider that it forms no li ght part of the preacher's duty» | 
5 to preſs not only what his hearers are inclined to favour; 


and Re apt to entertain with ld but whe they 
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l have now run through the few remarks whicli I ſhall 
ſubmit at this time to your notice. With the trueſt ſatis- 
| faction 1 repeat it, that the FEE) regimen eſtabliſhed i 1 
„ Church, i is wiſe as well as liberal it attaches the beſt 
ſprings of human conduct; but it requires, indeed, to be 
obſerved with equal prudence, equal generoſity, with ſingle- | 
naeſs of mind, and with the choice and application of the 
EE whole heart. I truſt I have addreſſed myſelf to thoſe Who 
will not be induced to ſlight the main duties of the Chriſ- 
tian life, or to neglect its more minute particulars, becauſe | 
ſo many meaſures of them reſt where Chriſt has placed them, 
: upon general principles. I have addreſſed myſelf, I truſt, to 
_ thoſe who will remember, that a large and uniform tender 
of obedience, and of reaſonable ſervice, is expected under a 
_ aw which has the divine perfections for its ſtandard, Such 
3 is the law of Chriſt; It ſets, forth the rules of univerſal 
_ righteouſneſs. It diſcloſes every motive to well-doing. lt 
ED | is a law manifeſted by God's eſpecial. word and revelation, -* 
and conformable to man's eſſential nature. It is bound upon — 
i * „ oh” = 


EK „ foul by every t tie af injaref and obligation of hope and 
„ gratitude, of free deſires and noble emulation. In comply- 
ing with theſe terms of Evangelical obedience, you will find 
lat they do not forma rule of worldly prudence and diſcre- 
tion, much leſs of licentious freedom; they form a rule 4 
12 moral and religious liberty, of freedom from undue reſtraints 3 
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inconſiſtent with the laws and privileges of the Goſpel, 

52 and from ſubjection to capricious cenſures. Let us 5 
5 then ſo ſirive to follow all things with a view to ſpi- 5 

0 1 ritual benefit, in the fear of God, in the faith of his 

on begotten Son, in the light of grace, in the teſti- 
; A A mony of the conſcience, in the unity of the ſpirit, nd 5 
A in the bond of peace and order which are eſtabliſhed ſo 
. 775 happily i in that Church, to whoſe miniftey 8 bave been 

Ks | called. 


wh - Greatly does it behove us, my Reverend Brethren, a 
2 1 friends, and fellow-labaurers, to take heed that we do not h 8 


be 1 Ek become ſuch as may ſeem, once more, to have need of A 
mice limitations, and leſs honowrable bonds. Much does 2! 
f it behove ve, to take heed that we do not ſhew ourſelves to be: 2 1 80 1 
| 5% ͤ ↄ incapable - "i 
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